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“Vocation: a call from God to serve and to promote Life”
Introduction

The word vocation comes from the Latin word "vocare" which means “call”. In the Church when we talk about vocation we mean a call from God. God calls and we answer. Every person receives a call from God. Each vocation is an invitation to be at the service of God. 
What is my call? What is my vocation? How God calls us?
God calls us through the events in history and through his people. And that vocation is not a personal title. It is a gift from God for the good of all. God calls people from within the community to serve the community. God calls us to bring the Good News of salvation to his people, to liberate them from oppression, to renew their faith, to lead and guide them to God, to teach the truth and the will of God, to promote peace and justice with them, to reconcile them, to build the family of God. 
1. Vocation in the Bible

In the Bible we find many calls by God. God always calls for a service to our brothers and sisters, to help the Church to grow and to build the Kingdom of God on earth. 
· God called Abraham – “The Lord said to Abraham: Leave your land and your father’s house and go to the land that I will show you... Abraham went as the Lord told him”. Gen. 12:1-4
· God Called Moses – “God called out Moses from the bush: Moses! Moses! I am the God of your father. I have seen the affliction of my people. I have heard their cry. I have come down to rescue them. Come, now! I will send you to liberate and lead my people”. Ex. 3:1-12
· God called Samuel – “The Lord called Samuel, who answered, here I am.” 1 Samuel 3:1-18
· God called Isaiah – “I heard the voice of the Lord saying: “whom shall I send? Who will go for us? I said: Here I am Lord, send me. God said: Go and speak to my people”. Isaiah 6:1-9 
· God called Jeremiah – “The word of the Lord came to me: Before I formed you in the womb I knew you... I will send you... I am with you...” Jeremiah 1:4-10 
· God called Mary – “The angel of God said to Mary: The Lord is with you. Do not be afraid, you have found favour with God. You will conceive in your womb and you will name your son Jesus. Mary said: I am the servant of the Lord. Let it be done according to your word”. Luke 1:26-38
· God called the disciples – “As he passed by the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting their nets into the sea; they were fishermen. Jesus said to them: follow me and I will make you fishers of men. Then they abandoned their nets and followed him. Mark 1:16-20
· God called Paul – “Now Saul was on his journey and a light from the sky suddenly flashed around him; he heard a voice saying: Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? He said: who are you, sir? The reply came: I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. Now get up and go into the city and you will be told what you must do”. Acts 9:1-20
· Vocation:

· It is God who takes the initiative to call

· God chooses freely and allows the person total freedom to answer

· God calls for a mission to serve the People of God
· In a vocation there is the meeting of two freedoms:

· The freedom of God who calls

· The freedom of the person who answers 

2. Vocation is a call to life

Life is a gift from God. It is the first call of God. This is a vocation to life, to become a person. God shows much love for each one of us. He made us “in his own image and likeness” (Genesis 1,27). He made us man and woman. Life is a great vocation. God calls to life and Jesus affirms: “I have come so that all may have life and life to the full” (Jn 10,10). 
We are human beings, human persons. We are very special. God has given us the “freedom of the children of God”, intelligence and will. We are in communion with God and with one another. This makes us persons. 

Persons learn how to live together, to love, to dialogue, to relate to one another. We have dignity, rights and obligations. No person should be dehumanized. This is an offense to the call of God to life.
3. Vocation is also a call to faith

“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you”. Mathew 28:19-20 

God calls us to life and, through baptism, calls us to a new life in Christ. This is the vocation to be a Christian. We have received the gift of Christian faith and have become the children of God. 
Every baptized person has received the grace to become part of the People of God, to belong to his Church, the Family of God. As Christians we are called to holiness, to become holy as God is holy. 
· The call to follow Jesus Christ - “As he passed by the Sea of Galilee, Jesus said to them: follow me. Then they abandoned their nets and followed him”. Mark 1:16-20
We have been called by Jesus to become his disciples and missionaries. As Christians we are called to continue the works of Jesus. We answer the call of God and follow Jesus in different ways. 
Some people are called to be married couples. Others are called to the Religious Life. Others are called to be a Priest. Some people are called to be a Catechist or to do any other service in the Church as a lay person.
In the Church those who are married or remain single, but are not priests or bishops, are called “laity” or lay people. The lay people do their mission in the Church and in society.

Our vocation to be Christians means that we have to follow Jesus and to become members of a Christian community. There we listen to the Word of God and celebrate the Eucharist and share life. 

4. Vocation is also a call into marriage 

“A man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife and the two shall become one flesh. What God has joined together no human being can separate” Mathew 19:5-6

What is matrimony? It is a commitment of love, a covenant between a man and a woman. The husband is not allowed to have another wife and the wife is not allowed to have another husband either. The two become one flesh in love based on the love of God for his Church. 

Those who are called to this vocation seek to live in love and faithfulness, collaborate with God in bringing new life into the world and educate their children according to the Christian faith. 
5. Vocation is also a call to the Religious Life 

“Some have renounced marriage for the sake of the Kingdom of heaven”. Mathew 19:12

In the Church ‘Religious Life’ is also called ‘Consecrated Life’. Consecrated means ‘chosen and put a part’ for God. It is the vocation of the Religious sisters and brothers. It is, for example, the vocation of the Comboni Sisters and the vocation of the Comboni Brothers. 

A Religious or Consecrated Person is called by God to live a more radical Christian life through the vows of poverty, chastity and obedience. They are not married and live in small communities. Often they go to another country as missionaries. 

· With the vow of poverty they feel free from many material things of the world and to share in the life of the poor. They trust in the providence of God. 

· With the vow of chastity they love with no exclusivity, they try to love all with the same love of God. They renounce marriage to be free to love God and the children of God.

· With the vow of obedience they imitate Christ who was obedient to the will of God the Father and renounce any personal project to be available to the mission.  
A Consecrated person belongs to a Religious Family. This family is also called Religious Congregation or Religious Institute. In South Sudan there are several Religious Congregations. For example in the Dioceses of Malakal there are the Comboni Missionaries, the Comboni Missionary Sisters, the Sacred Heart Sisters (Sudanese Congregation). 

In other dioceses we found also the Missionary Sisters of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Sudanese Congregation), the Salesian or Don Bosco (Brothers, Sisters and Priests), the Brothers of St. Martin the Porres (Sudanese Congregation), the Loreto Sisters, the Evangelizing Sisters of Mary, the Jesuits, the Sisters of Charity...

6. Vocation is also a call to be a priest 

“You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek”. Hebrews 5:6

There is also in the Church the vocation to the ordained ministers. They are the people who receive the Sacrament of Order. They are the deacons, priests and bishops.

The ordained ministers are not married. In the Catholic Church a woman is not allowed to be a priest. The priest coordinates the services of the Christian community, preaches the Word of God, celebrates the Holy Mass and the other sacraments and is a father of all in the Church.

In the Church there is the Diocesan Priest and the Religious Priest. The Diocesan Priest lives in the parish house and belongs to the Diocese. The Religious Priest lives in a religious community and belongs to a Religious Congregation. Both are not married.
7. Vocation is also to be at the service of the community as catechist
“There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; there are different forms of service but the same Lord. To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit”. 1 Corinthians 12:4-8

God has given us many gifts to serve the community. These services are also called ministries. For example: to announce the Word of God, to visit the sick, to evangelise the youth, to lead the prayer, to teach catechesis, etc. 

To be a Catechist is a vocation for a person to teach other people about the Word of God, the teaching of the Church, to lead the prayers, to visit the people, to animate and serve the community.
8. Vocation is also a call to be at the service of the community as a woman of the Church

“Accompanying Jesus were the twelve and some women, who provided for them out of their resources”. Luke 8:1-3

In the Church there are also groups of women who are called by God to serve the community. They are the Legion of Mary (Kœ Maria), the Women of Luke (Man Luka) and other women associations. They also teach, pray with people, visit the sick and do many other services in the community.

9. The Missionary Vocation is a call to go out on a mission
“Go into the whole world and proclaim the gospel to every creature”. Mark 16:15
We are all missionaries. Through baptism we all take part in the mission of the Church to continue the evangelizing works of Jesus. We are disciples of Christ and his missionaries within our own communities. But there are those people who feel the call of God to leave their home, land and family to go into the world to proclaim the Word of God. We say that they are called to the missionary vocation. 
It is a special vocation like that of the apostles who dedicated their lives for the evangelization of the peoples. Those who are called to be missionaries are also sent out by their communities to witness Christ, to bring the Good News to people who do not know Christ yet. 
10. Vocation Panel

Composition: one, priest, one sister, one brother, one woman of the church (man Luka), one catechist, one married couple, one seminarian.
Vocation Team:

James Chuol, Sr. Laura Perini (CMS) Sch. Jacob Solomon (MCCJ), Fr. Raimundo Roccha (MCCJ)

