A thousand lives for the mission!!

….. on the footsteps of 

St. Daniel Comboni

COMBONI PILGRIMAGE 
YIROL – HOLY CROSS MISSION
SOUTH SUDAN
11 – 15 March 2013

A pilgrimage is a journey or search of moral or spiritual significance. Typically, it is a journey to a  shrine or other location of importance to a person's  beliefs and faith, although sometimes it can be a metaphorical journey in to someone's own beliefs. Many religions attach spiritual importance to particular places: the place of birth or death of founders or saints, or to the place of their "calling" or spiritual awakening, or of their connection (visual or verbal) with the divine, to locations where miracles were performed or witnessed, or locations where a deity is said to live or be "housed," or any site that is seen to have special spiritual powers. Such sites may be commemorated with shrines or temples that devotees are encouraged to visit for their own or communitarian spiritual benefit: to be healed or have questions answered or to achieve some other spiritual benefit. 

Holy Cross Mission, not far from Yirol town and nearby the River Nile on the shore of Shambe, is an important site for our history as Institute but also for the Church in Sudan/South Sudan and Africa.  It has been the first mission of the young St. Daniel Comboni, the founder of the Comboni missionary family, who was 27 years old when he first came to these lands. It was a very difficult time for the missionaries of the Mazza Institute to whom at that time he belonged to before becoming few years later the founder of the Comboni Missionaries. The biographers B. Ward and A. Mondini wrote in their book “St. Daniel Comboni”:

“In September 1857, six Mazza missionaries sailed from Trieste(Italy) for Egypt. Among them was Comboni, on his first missionary journey. After making as short pilgrimage to the Holy Land of Israel, the group travelled to Central Africa, spending three months on their journey to Khartoum. A further three uncomfortable weeks under sail in the tropical heat brought them to Holy Cross Mission, deep in the region of South Sudan.
The newcomers, quickly began to make a place to live in. In one of his first letters Comboni wrote that: “one worked as a carpenter making such basic things as a cupboard for the medecines, a box to keep the salt dry, a table to eat on...one cooked..another did the laundry.... Comboni himself worked as a tailor. In area of many different and unknown languages, they, quickly started learning Dinka, while still keeping Arabic as their main means of communication with the people. The rainy season soon came and all the missionaries became ill. They had been there only six weeks when one of them, Fr. Oliboni, died. As he lay seriously ill, he told his companions: “Even if only one of you is left, don’t give up. God wants this mission and the conversion of Africa to continue. I die certain of this”. These words made a deep impression on Comboni and were to encourage him in the years to come. “  

Some missionaries died and others went back sick. Also Comboni became sick and had to return to Verona with a journey that lasted six months. It was a great lesson of life and on Africa for Daniel Comboni. Since those days, in spite of so many difficulties, diseases and death, he vowed fidelity and love up to death for the people of Africa. 

In celebrating the year of Faith as Comboni Province of South Sudan, we thought to plan a pilgrimage to go deep to the sources of faith of our great founder and Father in faith of the Sudanese Church. It will be a great moment for renewing our faith and thanksgiving to God and to the founder St. Daniel Comboni and for our missionary vocation. The pilgrims will ask and pray for protection, peace, justice and reconciliation for the people of South Sudan and Sudan for a peaceful and common future for the sake of our people who continue to suffer. We shall also pray the Holy Spirit to inspire the cardinals in their choice of the new Pope, the Universal Pastor of the Church.
For the first time we shall walk together in pilgrimage with young people of our Comboni parishes of Yirol, Talì, Mapuordit and other parishes of the diocese of Rumbek. It was also a dream of the late Mons. Caesar Mazzolari, Comboni Missionary, to have a pilgrimage in this particular site and I am sure he will accompany us from heaven with his intercessions and prayer. In 2010 we were almost ready to accomplish this dream but some clashes and disturbances among the tribes in the area did not allow to finalize this important moment of faith. We are going to count also on the protection, intercession and company of Mons. Mazzolari.

The slogan that will accompany us in the pilgrimage will be: A THOUSDAND LIVES FOR THE MISSION….ON THE FOOTSTEP OF ST. DANIEL COMBONI. It is a wish for our province and Institute that may St. Daniel Comboni help to root more deeply his dream of SAVE AFRICA BY AFRICA in new and strong vocations for the Church and the Society of his beloved land of South Sudan and Sudan.
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